Khutbah (weekly mosque sermon) prepared by
Shaykh Abdool Rahman Khan, IL
for
ICNA Council for Social Justice
On the occasion of
Human Rights Day – December 10, 2010

1

بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم
Islam condemns torture
عخَهِدَِِ ِٔ وَ َّخُ ِىةُ إىَُِـِٔ وََّعُىذُ بِبىيَّ ِٔ ٍِِِ
عَخ ِغفِ ُسُٓ وَ َّ ِ
عَخعُُُِْٔ وََّ ِ
إَُِّ اىْحََِدَ ى َِّئِ َّحََِ ُد ُٓ وَ َّ ِ
اىئُ فَيَب ٍُضِوَّ َىُٔ َو ٍَِِ َُضِيِ ْئُ فَيَب َٕبدٌَِ َىُٔ
عَْب َو ٍِِِ ظَُِّئَبثِ ؤَعََِبِىَْب ٍَِِ َهِ ِدِٓ َّ
شُسُوزِ ؤَِّفُ ِ
َُ ٍُحَََّدّا َعبِ ُد ُٓ وَزَظُىُىُٔ ؤٍََّب َبعِدُ :فَُبَ عِببَدَ
اىئُ َوحِ َدُٓ ىَب شَسَِلَ َىُٔ وَؤ َّ
وََؤشِهَدُ ؤَُْ ىَب إَِىَٔ إِىَّب َّ
هلل عَصَّ وَ جَوَّ:
ـنٌُ ِبَخقْـىَي ا ِ
ع ٍِ وَ ؤُوِصُِ ْ
صٍِ َّفْ ِ
اهللِ ؤَوِ ِ
قَبهَ اهللُ حَببَ َزكَ وَ حَعبَىَـً فٍِ اْىقُـسِآُِ اْىعَظُِِـٌِ:
ََب ؤََُّهَب اىَّرََِِ آ ٍَُْىا مُىُّىا قَىَّاٍِنيَ ىِيَّـِٔ شُهَدَاءَ بِبْىقِعِطِ ۖ وَىَب َجِ ِسٍََّْنٌُِ َشَْأُُ قَىًٍِ عَ َيًٰ
َاحقُىا اىيَّـَٔ ۖ إَُِّ اىيَّـَٔ َخِبريْ بََِب َحعََِيُىَُ
ِيخقْىَيٰ ۖ و َّ
ؤَىَّب َحعِدِىُىا ۖ اعِدِىُىا ُٕىَ ؤَقْ َسةُ ى َّ
﴿﴾٨
All Praises are for Allah SWT we thank Him and His help we seek. I testify to the fact
that no one is worthy of worship but Allah SWT. He is alone and has no partner and I
;also testify to the fact that Muhammad (SAS) is His true servant and final Messenger
whose teachings and guidance are what we are commanded to follow if we want
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happiness in this life as well as in the Hereafter. The topic of this Khutbah is: How
Islam condemns torture.
Torture in Islam is considered a major violation to the fundamental rights of someone or of
some living being. It occurs when unduly pain or suffering is inflicted upon a living creature; a
creation of Allah Almighty. Muslims know that every act of aggression done to others, no
matter how small or how large, will be questioned on the Day of Judgment. It is because of
this thorough questioning in the court of justice of Allah Almighty on this day that a Muslim
should avoid harm and injury to others less he brings himself to total ruin.
The Messenger of Allah Muhammad (Peace be upon him) said:

ُالل ُه عَلٍَِهِ وَسَلَّنَ قَالَ أَتَ ِذسُو َى هَا الْ ُوفْلِسُ قَالُىا الْوُفْلِس
َّ الل ِه صَلَّى
َّ ََى سَسُىل
َّ عَيِ أَبًِ ُهشٌَِ َشةَ أ
ٍفٌٍَِا هَيِ لَا ِدسِهَنَ َلهُ وَلَا هَتَاعَ َفقَالَ إِىَّ الْ ُوفْلِسَ هِيِ أُهَّتًِ ٌَأْتًِ ٌَ ِىمَ اْلقٍَِا َهتِ بِصَلَاةٍ وَصٍَِام
ضشَبَ هَزَا فٍَُعِطَى
َ ك َدمَ هَزَا َو
َ ََو َصكَاةٍ وٌََأْتًِ قَذِ شَتَنَ هَزَا وَقَزَفَ هَزَا وََأكَ َل هَالَ هَزَا وَ َسف
ِهَزَا هِيِ َحسٌََاِتهِ وَهَزَا هِيِ َحسٌََاِتهِ َفإِىْ فٌٍََِتِ َحسٌََاُتهُ قَبِلَ أَىْ ٌُقْضَى هَا عَلٍَِهِ ُأخِ َز هِي
ِت عَلٍَِهِ ثُنَّ طُشِحَ فًِ الٌَّاس
ِ خَطَاٌَاهُنِ فَ ُط ِش َح
Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah SAS asked his companions: "Do you know who is the one who is
bankrupt?" They said, 'The bankrupt is the one who has no money and no possessions.' He said, 'Among
my Ummah (nation), the one who is bankrupt is the one who will come on the Day of Resurrection
with prayer and fasting and Zakaah (to his credit), but he will come having insulted this one,
slandered that one, consumed the wealth of this one and shed the blood of that one, and beaten that
one. So they will all be given some of his good deeds, and when his good deeds run out, before
judgment is passed, some of their sins will be taken and cast onto him, then he will be cast into the
Fire.'" (Muslim)
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The United Nations has defined torture as:
… any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a
person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession,
punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or
intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind.

While this definition seems more specific to human beings, Islam has condemned all forms of
torture even against animals and other living creatures. So before addressing the issue of
torture to human beings I would like to reflect on Islam‟s position with regards to torturing
animals and other creations of God.
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was sent as “Rahmatul-lil Aalameen” or as a mercy
for all that exists. No situation passed by in which mercy was deprived except that he would
address it. On many instances he would reprimand his companions if they caused pain or
suffering to birds and animals and examples are in abundance but I will mention a few.
Once he passed by a man who had his sheep on the ground and was sharpening his knife. He
rebuked: “Do you want to kill it twice. Wouldn‟t it be more appropriate if you sharpened your
blade before laying the sheep down”.
Or another occasion:

َاللهُ عَلٍَِهِ وَسَلَّنَ ِب َشجُلٍ وَهُىَ ٌَجُشُّ شَاةً بُِأرًُِهَا َفقَال
َّ عَيِ أَبًِ َسعٍِذٍ الْخُ ِذسِيِّ قَالَ هَشَّ الٌَّبًُِّ صَلَّى
دَعِ ُأرًَُهَا َوخُزْ ِبسَاِلفَتِهَا
Abu Saeed Al Khudri narrated that once Rasoolullah SAS passed by a man who pulling a sheep
by its ear and he said to him: Stop dragging it by its ear and take it by its front legs.
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) forbade the practice of cutting tails and manes of horses, of
branding animals at any soft spot, and of keeping horses saddled unnecessarily. If he saw any
animal over-loaded or ill-fed he would pull up the owner and say, "Fear Allah in your
treatment of animals."
3

4

Even with birds, torturing them psychologically is not allowed. It is reported by Abdul Rahman
bin Abdullah bin Mas'ud:
"We were on a journey with the Prophet (Peace be upon him), and he left us for a while. During his
absence, we saw a bird called hummara with its two young and took the young ones. The mother bird
was circling above us in the air, beating its wings in grief, when the Prophet (Peace be upon him),
came back and said: "Who has hurt the FEELINGS of this bird by taking its young? Return them to her."

And even worse, torturing them and making them target for fun. When Ibn Umar, one of the
companions of Prophet Muhammad saw some people practicing archery using a hen as a
target, he said: “The Prophet cursed anyone who made a living thing into a target (for
practice).”
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) also said:
“„Whoever kills a bird or anything else without its due right, God would ask him about it.‟ It
was said: „O Messenger of God! What is its due right?‟ He said: „To kill it for food…and do not
sever its head, and throw it!‟” (Targheeb)
He would describe the act of doing good to a creature as being rewarded by Allah as in this
narration:
Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'While a
man was walking on a road he became very thirsty. He found a well, went into it, drank, and came
out. [Upon exiting he met] a dog panting and eating the dirt out of thirst. The man said: 'This dog has
become stricken with the same degree of thirst which had stricken me.' He went down into the well
and filled his shoe and then held it in his mouth until he climbed out and gave the dog water to drink.
Allah thanked him (for his good deed) and forgave him.' They said, 'O Messenger of Allah, are we
rewarded for taking care of beasts?' He said, 'There is a reward [for you] in every living
creature.'"(Narrated by Muslim and Al-Bukhari)

On the other hand, The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) reprimanded those who
torture animals that there is a severe consequence for that.
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Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said: 'A woman was punished
because of a cat. She neither provided it with food nor drink, nor set it free so that it might
eat the insects of the earth.' " (Narrated by Muslim and Al-Bukhari).
Jabir(R.A.) has reported that Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) forbade striking the
face or branding on the face of animals.…The same companion of The Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him) ,reported him as saying, when a donkey which had been branded in its
face passed him by, He said : "Allah curse the one who branded it." (Muslim).
Ibaadallah! If these are the consequences for animals and birds, how about human beings
whom Allah SWT has honored? Human beings are considered as being the most exalted of all
creation as Allah SWT says in The Quran 17/70

ًٰاىطُِّبَبثِ وَفَضَّ ْيَْبٌُِٕ عَ َي
َّ ٍَِِّ ٌَُٕس ٍَِْب َبٍِْ آدًََ َوحَََيَْْبٌُِٕ فٍِ اىْبَسِّ وَاْىبَحِ ِس وَزَشَ ْقَْب
َّ وََىقَدِ م
﴾٠ٓ﴿ َِِّ خَ َي ْقَْب َحفْضُِيًب
َّ ٍِ ري
ٍ َمِث
And indeed We have honored the Children of Adam, and We have carried them on land and sea, and
have provided them with At-Taiyibat (lawful good things), and have preferred them above many of
those whom We have created with a marked preference. (70)

But despite the countless number of international agreements prohibiting torture we still
witness the endless cycle of torture of human beings whether it is done by individuals,
organizations or by nations. Today torture is given new names such as rendition or
extraordinary rendition whereby someone is captured and often taken to various places to be
tortured for information.
It is time that we stand up for what is right and just and call on the international community
to be upholders of justice. Allah SWT commands 5/8:

5

6

ًََٰب ؤََُّهَب اىَّرََِِ آ ٍَُْىا مُىُّىا قَىَّاٍِنيَ ىِيَّـِٔ شُهَدَاءَ بِبْىقِعِطِ ۖ وَىَب َجِ ِسٍََّْنٌُِ َشَْأُُ قَ ِىًٍ عَ َي
ََُاحقُىا اىيَّـَٔ ۖ إَُِّ اىيَّـَٔ َخِبريْ بََِب َحعََِيُى
َّ ِيخقْىَيٰ ۖ و
َّ ؤَىَّب َحعِدِىُىا ۖ اعِدِىُىا ُٕىَ ؤَقْ َسةُ ى
O you who believe! Be upholders and standard-bearers of right for God's sake, being witnesses
for (the establishment of) absolute justice. And by no means let your detestation for a people
(or their detestation for you) move you to (commit the sin of) deviating from justice. Be just:
this is nearer and more suited to righteousness and piety. Seek righteousness and piety, and
always act in reverence for God. Surely God is fully aware of all that you do. (Al-Maidah 5:8)
For this very reason The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) was exceptionally kind
dealing with his bitterest of enemies. In the Battle of Badr which he won there were many
prisoners of war. He took care of their needs, provided them with food and water until he
decided that they were going to have their freedom after each one would teach 10 persons to
read. The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) laid a foundation for this Ummah to follow
whenever they have gained victory over their enemies.
If the Muslims capture their enemies they should not harm them or torture them with
beatings, depriving them of food and water, leaving them out in the sun or the cold, burning
them with fire, or putting covers over their mouths, ears and eyes and putting them in cages
like animals. Rather they should treat them with kindness and mercy, feed them well and
offer them to study Islam. What better example we have than that of Thumaamah ibn Uthaal
Thumaamah ibn Uthaal – the leader of Bani Haneefah – was brought (to Madeenah) as a
prisoner and tied to one of the pillars of the mosque. The Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) came to him and said, “What do you think, O Thumaamah?” He said,
“What I think, O Muhammad, is good. If you kill me, you will kill one with blood on his hands –
i.e., I will deserve to be killed because I have killed Muslims – and if you release me you will
release one who will be grateful. If you want money, then ask, and I will give you whatever
you want.” The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) left him for
three days, and each day he would come and ask him similar questions, and Thumaamah
would give similar answers. After the third day, he commanded that he should be released.
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Thumaamah went to a stand of date-palms near the mosque where he washed himself, then
he came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said, “I bear witness
that there is no god except Allaah and I bear witness that Muhammad is the slave of Allaah
and His Messenger.” Then he said: “O Messenger of Allaah, by Allaah there was no one on
earth whose face was more hateful to me than yours, but now your face is the most beloved
of all faces to me. By Allaah, there was no religion that was more hateful to me than your
religion, but now your religion has become the most beloved of all religions to me. By Allaah,
there was no land more hateful to me than your land, but now your land has become the most
beloved to me. …?”
In the Qur‟aan, Allaah commends the righteous saying:

﴾إَََِّّب ُّطْعِ َُنٌُِ ىِ َى ِجِٔ اىيَّـِٔ ىَب٨﴿ عنُِّْب وََخَُِّب وََؤ ِظريّا
ِ ٍِ ِِٔاىطعَبًَ عَيًَٰ ُحّب
َّ َُوََُ ْطعَُِى
﴾٩﴿ ُّسَِ ُد ٍِْنٌُِ جَصَا ًء وَىَب ُشنُىزّا
“And they give food, in spite of their love for it (or for the love of Him), to the Miskeen (the
poor), the orphan, and the captive. (Saying): „We feed you seeking Allaah‟s Countenance
only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks from you‟” [al-Insaan 76:8-9]
Ibn Katheer (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “Ibn „Abbaas said: in those days their
prisoners were mushrikeen (idol worshippers); on the day of Badr the Messenger of Allaah
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) commanded them to be kind to their prisoners,
so they used to put them before themselves when it came to food…
Mujaahid another commentator of The Quran said, this refers to the one who is detained,
i.e., they would give food to these prisoners even though they themselves desired it and
loved it.” They should be detained until it is decided what is the best move. On the other
hand, the Romans and those who came before them the Assyrians and Pharaohs, all used to
put out their prisoners‟ eyes with hot irons, and whip them, feeding them to dogs or hungry
lions, such that the prisoners preferred death to life. All these are totally forbidden in Islam.
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Even in Islamic law a person cannot be tortured to confession. Such confession is not valid and
he gives any information under duress then the information extracted cannot be used against
him. On the authority of Ibn Abbas that the messenger of Allah said: "Allah has pardoned for
me my people for [their] mistakes and [their] forgetfulness and for what they have done
under duress."
Ibaadallah! Nations were destroyed when they violated the rights of others through torture
and punishment. Allah SWT tells us

﴾٩٩﴿ وَحِ ْيلَ اْىقُسَيٰ ؤَِٕ َي ْنَْبٌُِٕ ىَََّب ظَيََُىا َو َجعَ ْيَْب ىََِهِ ِينِهٌِ ٍَّىِعِدّا
And these towns (population, 'Ad, Thamud, etc.) We destroyed when they did wrong. And We
appointed a fixed time for their destruction.

﴾ٕٔٓ﴿ َْومَرَِٰىلَ َؤخِرُ زَّبِلَ إِذَا َؤخَرَ اْىقُسَيٰ وَ ٍَِٕ ظَبىََِتٌ ۖ إَُِّ َؤخِ َرُٓ ؤَىٌُِْ شَدَِد
Such is the Seizure of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are doing
wrong. Verily, His Seizure is painful, and severe. (102)
Torture, oppression and aggression are all strictly prohibited as we are told in a Hadith Qudsi
in which Rasoolullah SAS said that Allah SWT says:

… ٌَِسٍّب فَيَب حَظَبىََُىا ََب عِبَبد
َّ َس ٍِجُ اىظُّيٌَْ عَيًَ َّفْعٍِ َو َجعَ ْيُخُٔ َب َُِْنُ ٌِ ٍُح
َّ ََب عِبَبدٌِ إٍِِّّ ح
O My servants ! I have forbidden dhulm (oppression, aggression) for Myself, and I have made it
forbidden amongst you, so do not oppress one another.
How to free ourselves from committing oppression and torturing others?
First off, try to avoid it.
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On Day of Judgment those whom we torture in this world will be shades of darkness upon us
as Rasoolullah SAS said:

ٌَْاىئُ عَ َي ُِِٔ َوظَيٌََّ قَبهَ َّاحقُىا اىظُّيٌَْ فَإَُِّ اىظُّي
َّ ًَّاىئِ صَي
َّ َاىئِ ؤََُّ َزظُىه
َّ َِعِِ جَببِسِ ِبِِ َعبِد
ََُْاحقُىا اىشُّحَّ فَإَُِّ اىشُّحَّ ؤَِٕ َيلَ ٍَِِ مَبَُ َقبِ َينٌُِ حَََيَهٌُِ عَيًَ ؤ
َّ ظُيََُبثْ َىًَِ اْى ِقَُب ٍَتِ و
ٌَُِظفَنُىا ِدٍَبءٌَُِٕ وَا ِظخَحَيُّىا ٍَحَب ِزٍَه
"Beware of injustice, for oppression will be darkness on the Day of Resurrection; and beware
of stinginess because it doomed those who were before you. It inclined them to shed blood
and treat the unlawful as lawful." [Muslim]
Secondly seek forgiveness as Rasoolullah SAS advises:

ُٔاىي ُٔ عَ َي ُِِٔ َوظَيَّ ٌَ ٍَِِ مَبَّجِ َى
َّ ًَّاىئِ صَي
َّ ُاىئُ َع ُِْٔ قَبهَ قَبهَ زَظُىه
َّ ٍَض
ِ ََعِِ ؤَبٍِ ُٕسََِ َسةَ ز
ُِْضِٔ ؤَوِ َش ٍِءٍ فَ ْيَُخَحَيَّيْ ُٔ ٍِ ُِْٔ اْىَُ ِىًَ َق ِبوَ ؤَُْ ىَب َنُىَُ دََِْبزْ وَىَب دِزٌَِْٕ إ
ِ ٍَِظْيَ ََتٌ ىَِإخُِ ِٔ ٍِِِ عِس
ِمَبَُ َىُٔ عَ ََ ٌو صَبىِحْ ؤُخِ َر ٍِ ُِْٔ ِبقَدِ ِز ٍَظْيَ ََِخِٔ وَإُِْ ىٌَِ َح ُنِِ َىُٔ حَعََْبثْ ُؤخِ َر ٍِِِ ظَُِّئَبث
ُِِٔ صَب ِحِبِٔ فَحُ َِوَ عَ َي
"Whoever wronged someone with regard to his honor or any other matter, should seek his
forgiveness today, before there are no longer any dinars, or dirhams; and if he has any
righteous deeds, they will be taken from him, in accordance with the wrong he did; and if he
has no hasanaa t(good deeds), some of the sayi`aat (evil deeds) of his counterpart will be
taken and added to his burden.” [Bukhari]
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Thirdly beware of the Divine court of justice. Allah SWT says:

ٍِِِّ وََّضَعُ اىََْىَاشََِِ اْىقِعِطَ ِىَُىًِِ اْى ِقَُب ٍَتِ فَيَب حُظْيٌَُ َّفْطْ َش ُِئًب ۖ وَإُِ مَب َُ ٍِ ْثقَبهَ حََّب ٍت
﴾٧٠﴿ َخَسِ َدهٍ ؤََح َُِْب بِهَب ۖ وَ َم َفًٰ ِبَْب حَب ِظبِني
“And We shall set up Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And
Sufficient are We to take account.” (Qur'an 21: 47).‟”
Fourthly the supplication of the oppressed is answered by Allah SWT immediately:

ََِِ َُْاىئُ عَ َي ُِِٔ َوظَيٌََّ َب َعثَ ٍُعَبذًا إِىًَ اى
َّ ًَّاىْبٍَِّ صَي
َّ ََُّاىئُ َعِْهََُب ؤ
َّ ٍََِعِِ ابِ ِِ عَبَّبضٍ زَض
ْاىئِ حِجَبة
َّ ََُِِفقَبهَ َّاحقِ دَعِ َىةَ اىََْظْيُىًِ فَإَِّّهَب َىُِطَ َب َُِْهَب وََب
Beware of the supplication of the oppressed for there is no barrier between him and Allah.
A person who is being tortured can make a supplication against his torturer and by so doing
the latter can be disgraced in this life as well as in the Hereafter.
Finally beware if the whisperings of Satan
The Messenger of Allah said:

َاىشُِطَبَُ قَدِ ؤََِطَ ؤَُْ َُ ِعَبد
َّ َُِّاىئُ عَ َي ُِ ِٔ َوظَيٌََّ قَبهَ إ
َّ ًَّاىْبٍِِّ صَي
َّ َِِعِِ ؤَبٍِ ُٕسََِ َسةَ َع
َُضنٌُِ َٕ ِرِٓ وََىنَُِّْٔ قَدِ زَضِ ٍَ ٍِ ِْنٌُِ بََِب حَحِقِسُو
ِ ِبِإَز
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"The Satan has been disappointed that he would not be worshipped in the Arabian Peninsula,
but he has not been disappointed from kindling the fire of fighting among the people."
(Ahmad)
It means that when wickedness takes roots in the hearts, when people start hating love and
brotherhood, and when these are destroyed, people then revert to cruelty and enmity, and
break all those relations and links which Allah has commanded to be kept; thus spreading
corruption on this earth, fighting, killing and torturing each other.
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